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Board Member Letters
President’s Message
By George Finch
Seems like the weather is getting better
and the field is certainly green. The first
of the handicapped pads has been
poured.
While going through the Chartered Club
Kit from the AMA, I found that they have
an introductory program for new pilots
that allows now AMA members to fly on a
trainer box with an AMA designated
instructor and be covered under AMA
insurance. The cost to the club is $5.00 per designated instructor and by
the time you read this, those designated will be Harvey Elmes, Dave
Hendrex, and myself, so Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays, and Sundays are
covered. Dave has Sunday off from Hobby People now that he is the
manager of the Lawndale store. Congrats Dave.
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Membership Memo
By Bob Tarlau, Membership Chairman
Thanks to the 70 new or renewing members who had checked in with
their fees and 2005 application forms by February 6. It was nice to
see so many renewals reaching us by the end of January. That’s
about half of the total number of names on the membership roster.
We know that some names on our list will turn out to be no longer
active, but at the same time, new members will help our club grow.
Speaking of new members, this month Valley Flyers warmly welcomes
both John Prichard of West Hills and Eric Morin of Porter
Ranch.
Each month in this column, I plan to tell you something about new
members as they join. That way, when you meet them – either at our
monthly meetings or at Apollo XI Field – you’ll know something about
their backgrounds and their R/C experience and ambitions.
First John Pritchard, who tells me he grew up in Van Nuys and
Encino. So, he says, “Sepulveda Basin has always been a center point
for fun and activity. A boyhood friend and his family would fly their
plane out of Van Nuys Airport, fly model rockets out of Sherman Oaks
Park, and fly (crash) a model airplane at the Apollo Field (though I
don't think it was called that at the time), and take me along and
encourage me to participate. Moving out of the neighborhood, I lost
touch with the aviation in my life.”
[Read more about John and Eric – Continued on Page 2]

I encourage all that may be putting off joining, to join. You won't be saving
any money by putting off paying either the club or the AMA.
The first Valley Flyer's Trainer race has been moved to the 12th of March.
The original February date conflicted with a JR Gold race. The meeting
program this month will be about the races for the Trainer, T-6, AirCruiser,
and SLO Quickie. Topics covered will be the requirements for the planes
and any racing secrets that the presenters want to divulge.
Trainer and T-6 racers are quick, cheap, and easy so if you ever thought
about racing, be sure to come to the meeting. Of course, bring your check
book and Bob Tarlau will sign you up for AMA and Club memberships. Even
if your juices don't flow at the thought of risking your trainer, keep Saturday
March 12th free so you can come out and lend a hand as an official.
David Tarlau's Boy Scout Troop will be burning hot dogs and smothering
them in chili for those hungry persons that have cast iron stomachs.
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[Bob Tarlau’s Membership Memo Continued from Page 1]
A lot of years went by. John is now 37 and has three young daughters.
Yet that dormant flying bug has come back to the point that he bought a
trainer, “I purchased a SIG Kadet LT40 kit, which I am building with various
degrees of success, and learned that it was probably a lot easier and more
fun to hook up with people that could both teach and hang with while flying
and building. My two older girls are anxious to see the box of sticks do
something, and expressed interest in learning the sport also.”

Now to Eric Morin, who becomes our newest junior member. Eric is 14
and in the 9th grade at Chaminade High School. He is skipping fixed wings
for now to head straight for helicopters. He’s spent the last several months
building a Raptor Class 30 RC Helicopter V.2 and now that he’s ready to
learn how to fly, he’s joined Valley Flyers.
About finishing the build, Eric says: “I was ecstatic, eagerly hoping to fly it.
But my Dad and I agreed there would be a 50/50 chance of it actually
surviving a test flight.” For now he’s been using one of the computer
simulator programs and “I discovered that, far from being 50/50, I would
probably have destroyed the copter.” So Eric will be hooking up with Bill
Bolin, who will thoroughly check his construction then get him started on
lessons. Eric wants his flying future to include “learning about planes,
which are also cool.”
Again, welcome aboard to both John and Eric. Next month, I’ll introduce
you to more new Valley Flyers. A reminder to those of you yet to renew or
for prospective new members: You will find an interactive application form
under “Membership Form” at our www.valleyflyers.com website. Fill it out
right on your computer, print it out and pop it into the mail (my address is
at the bottom of the form) with your membership fee and you’re on the
runway for takeoff as a Valley Flyers member for ’05.

Safety Views
By Stephen Fine, Safety Officer
When discussing radios and their respective ranges at the field this past
month, I was told by fellow flyers that some of the pilots often experience
“hits” or “glitches” when flying. As I inquired more on this, I found that it is
the occasional “newbie” turning on a transmitter without checking
frequency use first. I subsequently found that many of the “glitches” are
due to pilot set up error or not understanding the necessity for the long
antenna wire.
What I observed on many occasions was the creative ways pilots can set up
the antennas on their aircraft receivers by shortening their effective range
by twisting and knotting their antennas to avoid the unsightly dangling
antenna wire out the back of their airplane.
Please remember that twisting and knotting a long antenna wire can greatly
decrease the actual receiver range effectiveness and potentially cause your
aircraft to crash when it gets too far away. Many of our hobby shops carry
special lightweight Base Loaded short antennas that will meet receiver
specifications and still meet the demands of all of us hobbyists to keep our
aircraft looking sharp.
Cheers to all of the Valley Flyers who reached out and made connections by
helping and connecting with flyers who are not club members…yet.

What’s Happening
By Dave Hendrex, Event Director
Attention Attention... Your attention please...
Some dates on the Schedule have changed! If you have a copy of a
schedule previous to this newsletter, please discard it!
Most immediate change is...

The First Valley Flyers Race of the season
has been moved to

Saturday, March 12, 2005!
Trainer / T6 / SloQuickie / AirCruiser
The Sunday after the race, March 13, the Giant Scale club will
be hosting the

Giant Scale Fly-In
March 26-27, is the annual Jet Rally known as

LA Jets
Tax Day is the kick-off of a half-day practice for the first VF Q40 Race
on April 16-17. Check the schedule for the events for the rest of the
season. All Club members are encouraged to come out to the events
as either participants or race officials. Always in need are folks to
help as lap counters, pylon judges, frequency and crowd control,
starters, and assistant starters. Come on out to the events and you
can get a front row seat for the races (some restrictions may apply)
and it can be fun as well!

Notice to Members: If you haven’t yet turned in your application
for The Valley Flyers 2005 membership, please do so as soon as
possible. To continue receiving the newsletter, be sure to update
your 2005 membership before the next issue is scheduled to go to
press Mid March. We are sending the newsletter to all members on
the 04 roster as a courtesy this month, but we need your dues and a
completed membership form including AMA number for this year.
Thanks for your cooperation and a special thanks for those that
have already paid or plan to pay at the February meeting!

Classifieds
Contest Directors Needed
If you have been a member of the AMA for at least three years, you to
can be a Contest Director. Advantages: You can get a four or less
digit AMA number. You can get a portion of your AMA dues free.

E-mail George Finch for further instructions.
To run an ad in the Valley Flyer Classifieds please submit your ad via
e-mail to sam@valleyflyers.com. Ads must be submitted before the
first Tuesday of the month.
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Valley Flyers Meetings Minutes
January 2005 Club Meeting Minutes
January 25, By Bob Wiikari
1.

Meeting was called to order by George Finch at 7:36 PM

2.

George brought up the barrier (a.k.a. Energy Absorber) options we
have, we can use PVC pipe to make them and they should be about 3
and a half feet high.

3.

George brought up the possibility of using AMA cards as valid
frequency flags.

4.

The Trainer Race is coming in February (now postponed till March 12).
Members are encouraged to help officiate.

5.

The proposed scale contest is still a “maybe.”

6.

In July there is a night fly following our regular general meeting which
will be held at the field.

7.

In June we will be having our traditional ROG contest.

8.

Bob Smith brought up our options on how we should do the future
workers raffles. Should we hold a raffle once a year or twice? It was
[mostly] unanimously decided that we will have one large raffle at the
end of the year.

9.

Sam Gengo brought up the issue that the workers that work the most
events should be simply placed on a list in order of who gets to pick
first in the workers raffle. It used to be done that way at one time,
but the club feels better about the element of “chance” involved in the
current way and will keep it that way.

Gene Sidwell brought in his Sig Kadet LT-40 Trainer.
He says it fly’s real nice.

10. George mentioned that anyone that has been a member of the AMA
for at least 3 years can become a Contest Director which also entitles
you to have a four digit AMA number. We are in need of more Contest
Directors in our club.

Show & Tell

Stephen Fine brought in his E-Sky Honey Bee 2
electric helicopter.

Tony DiLeo brought in a new catapult system for launching
airplanes.
[Hey , watch where you’re pointing that thing, Tony!]
Chuck Taylor brought in two A-10 Warthogs (by GWS) he is
working on. They have the updated motors (EDF-55), Electron
6 receiver (removed from case), and paint schemes made with
spray paint and stencils made from wet paper towels.
Nice job!
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Board Meeting Minutes of February 1, 2005
By Sam Gengo, Secretary For A Day (Yikes!)
Meeting was called to order by George Finch at: 7:19 PM
In Attendance were: George Finch, Ed Gappell, Vic Schneidau,
Sam Gengo, Bill Bolin, Dave Hendrex, Bob Tarlau, Stephen
Fine, Ron Brawders. Special Guest: Harvey Elmes. Absent:
Bob Wiikari, Mike Lipsey, Chuck Gould, Christian Stoehr, Jason Pakfar,
Patrick Ashour.
Some general discussions of the “Energy Absorbers” and the height to
be determined. Thoughts that the amount of concrete and space
planned to be used to sink the attachment poles may be overkill.
One pilot pad will be fitted with an example absorber. The wheel-chair
friendly pads not to be used for the example.
Some discussions of the “signs.” The thought is that they may have
been already printed and are only awaiting to be posted by the city.
Stay tuned...
Dave brought in a set of clamps that he bought for $6.00 [at The
Home Depot] (great deal!) and a Great Planes Ultimate Biplane
with a Magnum .91 Four Stroke. Great Work, Dave!

Dave Hendrex may have some possible conflicts with the schedule.
Will check into them before next meeting.
Dave would like to have 1 foot square footers of concrete put in for
the Half-A course pylons.
Ed Gappell to run Food Stand for an event. Need to verify cooking gas
available – we are thought to have approximately three bottles full.
Next Club Meeting, Harvey will bring in an AirCruiser. Presentation will
consist of the airplanes used in races and some pointers and tips for
racing them from various people.
Helicopters: Bill reported that Chris (Christian Stoehr) spoke with
Curtis Youngblood about making it to the Labor Day Classic.
The VF Foundation will make up the cost of three shade structures for
the Electric Flying Area. Approximately $1400.
Sam Gengo to look into cushioning for the concrete pilot pads at the
runways similar to what they have at Whittier Narrows. While he was
met with the usual amount of resistance to change, he feels that it
would not only make standing on the pilot pads more comfortable and
healthier, but would encourage modelers to actually stand on the pads
instead of in between them or off to one side.

Damien Bolin was named member of the month for December 04.
Congratulations!

Monthly Club Raffle
Debbie can be seen in the background of the above photo getting ready to
draw the lucky tickets for the winners of the evening’s prizes.
Meeting was adjourned by George Finch at 8:56 PM

NOTICE! -------------------- NOTICE! --------------------------NOTICE!
Members with New Email Addresses:
Steve Garrison
Harvey Elmes

sgarrison13@gmail.com
harveyelmes@earthlink.com

Please take a moment and update your email address books now!

55th Anniversary

Preliminary research finds the price of cushioning at about $30-40 per
pad, give or take. Compared to costs of such things as shade stands
or multiple 10s of thousands of dollars for runways and painted
taxiways, the cost would be in the ‘noise level’ of club expenditures.
Bob Tarlau – Membership is at 69 current / paid applications as of this
meeting. Total of 174 names currently on the Valley Flyers roster.
The Boy Scouts to cook hot dogs at some of the coming events this
year. Actual events staffed by the Scouts to be worked out.
Bob plans to begin introducing new members with a brief write-up in
his Membership Memo column of the newsletter. We can learn a bit of
insight to new members as they come on board.
Having an assistant starter out at the line during a race is a good idea
for safety.
Meeting was adjourned at 8:45 PM by George Finch
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SANCTIONED

SANCTIONED

PRESENT

RACE’N AT THE BASIN
th

Saturday, March 12
Come Out & Race!

This is a great “First Race” – 1 or 2 lap handicaps for beginners!
Valley Flyers Club Members who are not racing are encouraged to help lap count and pylon judge

Trainer (13,500 rpm limit)
Air Cruiser (16,000 rpm limit)

T-6 (16,000 rpm limit)
Slo Quickee (13,500 rpm limit)

$15 entry fee for 1st event,
event, $10 for 2nd event,
$5 for 3rd & 4th events

Spectators Welcome – Free!

Trophies to 3rd place each class!
Apollo XI Field – 6201 Woodley Avenue

405 Frwy

N

Victory
Apollo XI Field
6201 Woodley Ave

Burbank

•
•
•
•
•

Proof of 2005 AMA membership required
Hard Hats Required
No fuel supplied
Trophies and points awarded
Come Out and Race!

Welcome To The 2005
Racing Season!

Contacts:
Dave Hendrex
(CD) (323) 758-2935
Email dha@valleyflyers.com
George W. Finch (310) 459-1577 Email gwfinch@aol.com FAX (310) 315-8210
55th Anniversary
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2005 Schedule of Events
Board Meetings
Board meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month.

Club Meetings
Club meetings are held on the 4th Tuesday of each month at 7:30 PM.
Please bring a few extra dollars for refreshments and raffle tickets.

January
February
March
April
May
June

4th
1st
1st
5th
3rd
7th

2005 Schedule
July
August
September
October
November
December

5th
2nd
6th
4th
1st
6th

Notice of Meetings for the Sepulveda Basin Users
17015 Burbank Blvd. at Balboa – in the Recreation Center
(818) 756-8189
Quarterly Meetings are the following Tuesdays at 7PM:
January
April
July
October

We have the Meeting Hall reserved until 9:30 PM on our
meeting nights so we have time for show & tell & raffle!
2005 Club Meeting Schedule
January
February
March
April
May
June

25th
22nd
29th
26th
24th
28th

July
August
September
October
November
December

26th at the field
23rd
27th
25th
22nd

11
12
12
11

The meetings give the club a voice to the City Recreation
and Parks for our flying field. For more information on
attending a meeting, see George Finch or any of the Valley
Flyers Board members.

10th (Eve - Holiday Party)

SUPPORT THE HOBBY SHOPS THAT SUPPORT YOUR CLUB!
eHobbies.com
Brian Carlevato

Evett’s Model Shop

14325 Alondra Blvd., La Mirada, CA 90638
(877) eHobbies (346-2243)
Valley Flyers Online discount will be deducted in the shopping cart by using link from the Valley Flyers website.
1636 Ocean Park Blvd., Santa Monica CA 90405
(Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat 11-5:30); (Sun Closed)

(310) 452-2720

Colby Evett

eHobby House

17721 Vanowen Street, Reseda, CA

(818) 609-1968

Hobby Lobby

3512 W. Victory Blvd., Burbank, CA 91505
(Tue, Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat 10-6:30); (Mon & Sun Closed)

(818) 842-5062

5541 Balboa Blvd., Encino, CA 91316
(Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu, Fri 10-9); (Sat 10-6); (Sun 10-5)

(818) 995-1162

1617A Victory Blvd., Glendale Ca 91201
(Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat 10-7); (Sun 1-5)

(818) 546-2291

1728 Moorpark Rd., Thousand Oaks, Ca. 91360
(Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu 10-8); (Fri 10-9); (Sat 10-6); (Sun 10-5)

(805) 497-3664

1844 W. Glenoaks Blvd., Glendale, CA 91201
(Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat 10-7); (Sun 12-4)

(818) 240-2093

Tony and Addie

Hobby People
Chris

Hobby Zone
Edwin

Marty’s Hobbies
Marty Friedman

Robin’s Hobby
Robin Hambley

55th Anniversary
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Date

Club

Event

Contest Director (CD)

MARCH
12

SAT

VF

13

SUN

GS

T-6 / AirCruiser / Slo Quickie /
Trainer Pylon Race
Giant Scale Fly In

26 – 27

SAT & SUN

VF

L.A. Jets Rally

Bob Wilcox

FRI ½ Day
SAT
SUN

VF

Q40/Q500/APRA/AMA
Pylon Races

SAT AM

VF

SUN
SUN
SUN

APRIL
15
16
17
30
MAY
1
1
29
JUNE
12
24
25
26
JULY

Dave Hendrex

(323) 758-2935

dha@valleyflyers.com

Marv Zauss

(818) 768-0855

mzauss@earthlink.net

George Finch

(310) 459-1577

gwfinch@aol.com

Aero Ace Program LAX / San
Bernardino

Harvey Elmes

(661) 252-0367

harveyelmes@earthlink.net

VCB
VF
VF

C/L Stunt Clinic – 2 circles
Fun Fly / Engine Clinic
Fun Fly

Ron Duly
Harvey Elmes
George Finch

(818) 843-1748
(661) 252-0367
(310) 459-1577

harveyelmes@earthlink.net
gwfinch@aol.com

SUN
FRI ½ Day
SAT
SUN

GSS

Giant Scale Fly In
Howard Reed Memorial
Q40/Q500 / APRA/AMA Pylon
Races Western Championship

Barry Leavengood /
George Finch

(818) 998-4564

bl10@aol.com

SAT

BSS

George Finch

(310) 459-1577

gwfinch@aol.com

SAT & SUN
TUE

BSS
VF

Tony Naccarato
George Finch

(818) 842-5062
(310) 459-1577

gwfinch@aol.com

George Finch

(310) 459-1577

gwfinch@aol.com

Ron Duly
George Finch

(818) 843-1748
(310) 459-1577

gwfinch@aol.com

Christian Stoehr

(310) 210-3662

christian@newimaging.com

9
23 -24
26
AUGUST
5
6–7

Western Championship Series

VF

FRI ½ Day
SAT & SUN

VF

T-6 / AirCruiser / Slo Quickie /
Trainer Pylon Race
All Electric Fun-Fly
Club Meeting at Field 5 PM
Q40/Q500 / APRA/AMA
Pylon Races

14
SUN
VCB Carrier/P-40 Contest – 3 Circles
21
SUN
VF/GSS
AMA Scale Contest / Demo
SEPTEMBER
2
FRI ½ Day
VF
Helicopter Classic
3–4
SAT & SUN
5
MON
VF
Helicopter Seminar & Clinic
18
SUN
GSS
Giant Scale Fly In
25
SUN
VCB
C/L Stunt Clinic – 2 circles
OCTOBER
Hi Johnson Memorial C/L Stunt
1–2
SAT & SUN
VCB
Contest – 3 Circles
9
SUN
BSS
All Electric Fun-Fly
23
SUN
VF
Valley Flyers Fun Fly / BBQ
NOVEMBER
No Apollo XI Events Scheduled
DECEMBER
10
Sat Night
VF
Valley Flyers Holiday Party
11
SUN
GSS Toys-for-Tots - Open to all sizes

Helicopter Circles Only – Field and Runway Open to Public Flying
Ron Duly

(818) 843-1748

Ron Duly

(818) 843-1748

Tony Naccarato
Bob Smith

(818) 842-5062
(661) 298-2614

flynbs@pacbell.net

Vic Schneidau
Darrel Martin

(818) 503-4697
(818) 368-1488

videovic10@yahoo.com
mmartin168@aol.com

½ Day: Although the schedule states ½ day for the first day of a multi day event, the field may be closed before noon if a significant number of event participants
are present and ready to fly. The exception to this is Pylon Racing in which the field will always be open for sport flying during the practice day morning.

AMA
APRA
BSS
GSS
VCB
VF

Academy of Model Aeronautics
Arizona Pylon Racing Association
Black Sheep Squadron
Giant Scale Squadron
Valley Circle Burners
Valley Flyers

Official national body for model aviation in the United States
Quickie pylon racing rules committee
Peanut scale, miniature, electric, and indoor aircraft
Giant Scale flying club
Control Line (C/L) flying club – Some events may restrict certain runway maneuvers.
San Fernando Valley R/C flying club

The above schedule is subject to Change. Check back with each monthly issue of The Valley Flyer for updates.
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Happy Valentines Day!
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Check out Weather Links for Apollo XI Field and updated Schedule of Events at
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